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PROGRAM 


Prelude Variations Elena Ruehr 

(b. 1963) 

Ethan Filner, viola 
Britton Riley, cello 


Little Duet Op. 13 No. 3 on a theme of Rossini “La Dama del Lago” 


Andantino - Allegretto 


Marie Berard, violin 
Ethan Filner, viola 


Alessandro Rolla 
(1757-1841) 


String Quartet No. 2 in A Minor, Op. 35 Anton Arensky 

(1861-1906) 

i. Moderato 

ii. Variations on a theme of Tchaikovsky: Moderato 

iii. Finale: Andante sostenuto 


Marie Berard, violin 
Ethan Filner, viola 

Joseph Johnson and Britton Riley, cello 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of 
the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. Today, this meeting place is still the home to many 
Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 









BIOGRAPHIES 


Best known as the concertmaster of the Canadian Opera 
Company Orchestra, Marie Berard is also a sought-after 
chamber musician, soloist, recording artist and teacher. 
Formerly a member of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, 
she is a member of trio Arkel and has performed with 
Amici, ArrayMusic and New Music Concerts. Marie Berard 
has toured Europe, China and the United States with 
the ARC Ensemble, which was twice nominated for a 
Grammy Award for its Sony recordings. Highly regarded 
as an interpreter of contemporary music, Berard recorded 
a concerto by Henry Kucharzyk for violin and brass 
ensemble on the Opening Day label and can be heard 
on numerous CBC Records including the Meditation 
from Thais with the COC Orchestra. She has appeared 
at many festivals including Domaine Forget, Ottawa’s 
Music&Beyond, The Blair Atholl in Scotland, Strings 
Music in Colorado, and holds the position of Associate 
Concertmaster of the Mainly Mozart festival in San Diego. 
The featured soloist in Gubaidulina’s Offertorium and 
Figures Hatives by John Rea with the Esprit Orchestra, 
Marie Berard is on the faculty of both the Glenn Gould 
School and the University of Toronto Faculty of Music. 

Ethan Filner teaches viola at the University of Toronto, 
holds the Assistant Principal Viola position in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony, performs chamber music 
frequently throughout Southern Ontario, and periodically 
freelances with the Toronto Symphony and National 
Arts Centre Orchestras. Violist of the San Francisco- 
based Cypress String Quartet from 2001 to 2016, he 
has toured, performed, recorded, commissioned, and 
taught extensively throughout North America and Europe. 
Filner has performed with a multitude of renowned 
contemporaries including the Gryphon Trio; the Zemlinksy, 
Penderecki, and Alexander String Quartets; members of 
the COC, NBoC, and TSO; cellists Zuill Bailey and Gary 
Hoffman; violists Barry Shiftman and James Dunham; 
and pianists Awadagin Pratt and Heather Taves. Ethan 
Filner has commissioned or premiered many new works 
for string quartet from - and developed close friendships 
with - some of the most vibrant composers of our time 
including George Tsontakis, Jennifer Higdon, Kevin Puts, 
Elena Ruehr, Philippe Hersant and Benjamin Lees. 


Principal cellist of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra since 
2009, Joseph Johnson has been heard throughout 
the world as a soloist, chamber musician and educator. 

He was previously the principal cellist of the Milwaukee 
Symphony and a member of the Minnesota Orchestra, 
as well as a founding member of both the Prospect Park 
Players and the Minneapolis Quartet (which was honoured 
with the McKnight Foundation Award in 2005). Festival 
appearances include performances in all classical genres 
at the American festivals of Santa Fe, Bach Dancing 
and Dynamite Society, Bard, Cactus Pear, Grand Teton, 
and Music in the Vineyards, as well as the Pacific Music 
Festival in Sapporo, Japan and the Virtuosi Festival in 
Brazil. Recent highlights include concerto performances 
of Tchaikovsky’s Rococo Variations with the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra, Dvorak Concerto at the Lakes Area 
Festival, Elgar Concerto with the Etobicoke Philharmonic 
Orchestra, and Bernstein’s Three Meditations with the 
Lexington Philharmonic. A gifted and inspiring teacher, 
Joseph Johnson is Assistant Professor of Cello at the 
University of Toronto, as well as the cello coach for the 
Toronto Youth Symphony Orchestra. 

Cellist Britton Riley enjoys a diverse musical career as 
a performer, teacher, recording engineer, and artistic 
director. Formerly Assistant Principal Cellist of the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra, he returned to Toronto in 2015 
to join the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. Riley has 
recorded for film and radio for Sony Pictures, CBC Radio 
2, Classical KUSC, and with the Detroit and Toronto 
Symphony Orchestras. Live performances have brought 
him to venues throughout the world, including Carnegie 
Hall, Boston Symphony Hall, Chicago’s Orchestra Hall, 
and Walt Disney Concert Hall, among others. After 
completing a Bachelor degree in performance and music 
industry at the University of Southern California, he went 
on to earn Master’s and Doctoral degrees from the 
University of Michigan. Upon graduation, Britton Riley won 
a Rebanks Fellowship at the Royal Conservatory of Music 
in Toronto. In 2018, he earned an MPower Artist Grant 
for his role as founder of Chamber Music at New Park, an 
annual music festival in the Finger Lakes Region of upstate 
New York. 


Coming up at Thursdays at Noon 

November 1 : U of T Opera Spotlight: Street Scene 
November 15: Women on the Verge 
November 22: Student Chamber Music Ensembles 
November 29: Pianist Enrico Elisi 


Follow @UofTMusic 
Visit music.utoronto.ca 
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The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 

bloorstculturecorridor.com 






